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The Japan Center for Michigan Universities

Director’s Report

Benjamin McCracken,JD
Resident Director of the Japan Center for Michigan Universities

As part of the 50th Anniversary JCMU welcomed
both Governor Snyder and Governor Mikazuki to our
opening ceremonies where they greeted our students
participating in both Japanese and English programs.
We rarely have both governors at JCMU. It was a very
special day for the students and us. Both governors
commended and challenged the students to make the
most of their time at JCMU. We were also blessed to
have Consul General Kelley and Consul General Wada.
Their words of encouragement were also deeply felt by
the students.

This was a fantastic way to kick off the JCMU
Academic year program as well as many other exciting
things happening at the JCMU. I would like to update
you on the many amazing things happening at JCMU
right now.

JCMU is offering a free TOEFL course for local Japa-
nese university students interested in studying abroad.
Last year close to 60 students took advantage of this
course and raised their TOEFL scores. Some of the
students who participated in this program last year are
now studying in Michigan. This year we hope to reach
just as many students and help them achieve their
dreams of studying abroad in the United States.

In an effort to engage more with the local community
JCMU is continuing to hold Wednesday Night Activities
on campus. These are exchange activities that are open
to people of all ages. The activities are designed to
create opportunities for the American students and
Japanese people to interact in a way that is both fun
and beneficial. Since beginning these activities last year
we've had a steady increase in community participation
and hope to see more growth in the years to come.

In addition to these activities JCMU is looking to start
a new fulltime intensive English and American culture
program called SPACE. The program is designed to
simulate one semester at an American university. Japa-
nese students on the program live on campus with the
American students and take courses on American
history and culture while studying English. JCMU is
one of the only places in Japan that offers this kind of
experience.

I am looking forward to these events as well as the
numerous community events our students participate
in each year. I am sure the rest of 2017 will be some of
the best months JCMU has ever had.
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Louise Thomas
Kalamazoo University

A weekend trip to Kyoto

As part of a class trip, I had the opportunity to visit
Kyoto over the weekend. Our first stop was at Sanjusan-
gen-do, one of the more famous Buddhist temples in the
country. The sight of all the statues was breathtaking,
and it was a beautifully solemn experience to light
incense in tribute there as well.

They don' t allow visitors to take pictures inside the
temple, understandably, but because I put my phone
away while I was inside, I lost track of time and was
fifteen minutes late to get back on the bus to leave!

Our second stop was at Chishaku-in temple, which was
very pretty. At Chishakuin, there’ s a historical garden
that was supposedly a favorite of Sen no Rikyu, who
greatly influenced the norms of the Japanese tea ceremo-
ny. At this garden, I and the rest of the students sat and
relaxed with other visitors, admiring our surroundings.

There were some very gorgeous paintings inside, as well.

After walking through the main temple, most of our
group split off to eat lunch. I was part of a group of ten
who went to a belowground ramen bar. Due to a misun-
derstanding, the chef gave our whole party free birthday
ice cream, on top of our meals! It was delicious, and
certainly better than anything I could have made back at
my dorm.

Our final stop of the day was the Heian Shrine. The
shrine grounds were astounding, not only for their size,
for the architecture as well. (I tried to take panorama
photos, but my classmates kept moving and ruining it!)
Heian Shrine also has a beautiful garden area, which we
spent much of our time meandering through. It was nice
to feed the carp and turtles living in the ponds there.

I took plenty of pictures, but I don” t think I' Il need
them to remember what I saw. These places showed off
the beauty of Japan s culture, and even so, they only
showed me the narrowest sliver of what Kyoto has to
offer, never mind the entire country! I need to make more
travel plans soon!
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Bridget Hanchek
(Michigan State University)

Fridays are Culture Days at JCMU

On a typical Friday morning, JCMU students can be found
tensely reviewing vocab, practicing kanji, and reviewing gram-
mar in preparation for the weekly exam. The center is full of
nervous energy and chatter one moment, then the building
falls silent as everyone works to complete their test. After an
hour, the chatter is back, but for a different reason: it” s time for
the Friday Project.

Every Friday, the center hosts cultural projects as a way for
students to unwind from the stress of classes and tests, while
learning something about JapanThis is a great opportunity
since these activities are usually free, and they’ re held conve-
niently on-site.

This semester, we ve already been able to take lessons in
koto and flower arranging, participate in a tea ceremony, and
learn to put on yukata. Sometimes these projects are held in the
hall of the academic building, but some of them are held in a
Japanese style room with tatami mats, which we aren’ t
normally allowed to use. It s a beautiful room, though, with a
porch that looks out over the garden.

The first time I used the Japanese-style room was for the tea
ceremony project. Three local teachers, wearing kimono,
performed the ceremony for us and then invited us to partici-
pate. We had to watch their actions and listen closely, so we
could drink the tea and eat the sweets in the right way.

The teachers were very patient as they served each student,
even though they had to tell us what to say again and again.
Afterwards, we had a chance to ask questions about tea
ceremonies and the history associated with them.

Another time, I was taught how to wear a yukata. The teach-
er was assisted by a few JCMU Japanese teachers, and they
showed us elaborate kimonos for men and women, then split
us into small groups to learn how to put the yukata on
ourselves. All of the yukatas and obi were really beautiful, and
everyone had fun trying to figure out how to wrap and tie
them. Because the cloth was so pretty, it turned out looking
nice, but I know my technique could improve!

Wearing yukata is a unique experience, and without JCMU' s
cultural projects, I don’” t know when I would have gotten the
opportunity to try it.

These projects give students the chance to learn about
Japanese culture in a familiar, convenient location, and allow us
to have fun while interacting with community members. For
me, the Friday Culture Projects are one of the perks of studying

and living at JCMU, and I feel very fortunate to be able to do so.
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