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Dr. Paul B Reagan
Director of The Japan Center for Michigan Universities

Spring Semester 2009 got off to a busy start for new
and returning students at JCMU. In addition to the four
levels of intensive Japanese language, students are
taking classes in Art, Japanese Pop culture, Japanese
history and several students have
already started internships in a
variety of areas. Many students this
semester are also participating in
short and long term home stay
programs.

the celebration of the 150th
Anniversary of Kaikoku, Japan s %%
“opening” to world diplomatic
relations beginning with the signing,
authorized by Lord Ii Naosuke in
1858, of the Treaty of Amity and
Commerce between Japan and the United States.
2009 marks also the twentieth anniversary of the Japan
Center, testimony to the special relationship between the
Consortium of the 15 Public Universities of Michigan
and Shiga Prefecture as well as the dedication of
students, faculty and staff to the unique programs
offered by JCMU. We are planning to celebrate the
anniversary in Hikone on May 18, 19 and 20, 2009 and
we look forward to seeing many alumni and supporters
at the celebrations.
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In 1854 Commodore Perry accomplished his fundamental goal “to break up the old I‘--.\:_

restrictive policy” of seclusion. The establishment of a commercial treaty would be
the task of Townsend Harris. But Japan's leadership was in a state of crises. In
two years Harris would arrive determined to obtain a commercial treaty according to his design,
not that of the Dutch or of the Russians, who in 1857 already had drafted the terms for a treaty
with the Japanese. His philosophy was in line with Perry’s but he had a few additional advan-
tages. Harris could assure that a treaty between the United States and Japan based on peaceful
consent and diplomacy rather than the threat of force (the British he told them would assuredly
have no reservation about the use of force) would ease the tensions within the Bakufu, lending a
degree of dignity to the efforts of all diplomatic representatives involved. Of course it was not to
be so straightforward. .. (To be continued)
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NQD1—2 (Halloween)

' n part
One interesting event held here at JCMU recently was Ha}loween Pa'rty. AIt ]Crl\rflgui, Ijilszvsle) Oice 3;
h were many different people dressed up as many. different things. I no ] up onee @
t er}i d so by chance I happened to be dressed up this day. The result of this was me w1 . g »
\gsztu?r?e CSontzst as Obama, most likely to the disgust of others who had put much more time a

i invi t and even though we could often
1 i n I Many kids were invited to the event, . > cou
clort nt0 (ber compnes 12 _ not understand most of what kids were saying it was a
very enjoyable event.

(Oct.26/Jonathan Correa)
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(Shopping Street Festival)

Duri.ng a festival here in Hikone city, I went to a tug-of-war tournament. With fellow JCMU classmates
by side, we tugged and pulled against other teams from local universities and business to a second place

victory. Participating in such an event internationally was really interesting and fun. It also provided all
of us with a wonderful excuse to explore about the

festival and try some of the foods. This event along with
the many other events
I have been through n"‘“
while in the JCMU |pumeal

= o'l 1
program have equated [ ¥tasd ’
to a life experience I .

will never forget.
(Oct.26/Kevin Cuppet)
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(Discovery of traditional Japan in Maibara)
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exercising together, T thoroughl
students and was genuinely sad
only wish I could g0 back again|

Y enjoyed my time with the
when it was time to leave. |
(Nov.14/Shawn Kim)
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(Visit to shrines and Soba-making in Taga town)
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