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During the Summer 2008, JCMU was home to the largest
number of students ever participating in the Summer
Intensive Japanese language program and the Environment
Studies in Japan program. Students from all areas of
Michigan as well as many other states
and universities ranging from high = = e
school gifted programs to graduate
programs  participated in and
contributed to making this year's
summer intensive course, again, a
great success. In addition to their
studies and projects, the students
traveled to various parts of
Japan-Tokyo, Hiroshima, Okinawa and |
of course Kyoto, Nara, and Osaka.
Several students joined forces with the
MSU Freshman seminar students in Shigaraki and the
studios of several renown artists and studied briefly under
Pottery and Tea Masters Mr. Tamura and Mister Okuda.
Several students also participated in a special meeting with
the famous Kyogen artist Master Matsumoto and even
practiced and mastered some of the fundamentals of Kyogen
performance.

A major highlight of the summer was the participation of
JCMU students in the 150th Anniversary celebration of the
Signing of the Treaty of Amity and Commerce between the
United States and Japan on 29 July. Our students played an
incredibly important role in welcoming the dignitaries from
the United States Embassy, the governments of Shiga
Prefecture and Hikone, the citizens of Hikone and their
Imperial Majesties Princess Takamado and Princess Tsuguko
and the direct descendant of Commodore Mathew Perry, Dr.
Devaney. The ceremonies took place upon the cruise ship
Bianca, in memory of the original ceremonies aboard the
Powhattan 150 years ago. After introductions and speeches,
all set out on a cruise of Lake Biwa while enjoying lunch.
We look forward to a new Fall semester and there is much
planned for students, faculty and researchers. Our exchange
programs with Shiga University and The University of
Shiga Prefecture will be all the more enriched this year with
special programs, lectures and other activities.
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