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It is hard to believe that another semester has
come to an end. This Spring was a rather busy
semester for everyone. Certainly, students were
engaged in their studies and cultural activities
and all had a very good time
together, whether on field trips
or self-planned trips to Tokyo,
Kyoto, Osaka and Hiroshima.
We had quite a real Hikone
Winter with blistery winter
storms. But you should see the
snow men that the students
made. And of course the
wonderful cheese fondu which
helped keep us warm on those
snowy nights.

The Closing Ceremony this year was simply
beautiful. The students’ presentations were well
prepared and presented and JCMU was honored
to have so many attendees and dignitaries
present including our home stay families and

government officials.
We are now preparing for the May, Summer, Fall
and Academic Year Programs and cannot wait
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until the students arrive.
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As many of you may know, July 2008 marks the 150th anniversary of Ii
Naosuke and the signing of the US-Japan Treaty of Amity and Commerce. The
significance of this event is best summarized in a poem written by a descendent of
Naosuke:
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What were Naosuke’s reasons for agreeing to this Treaty of Friendship and Commerce and
what were the consequences? First, in terms of consequences, Naosuke was assassinated by a small
group of radical loyalists, but in terms of the impact for Japan and the world, the Treaty allowed for
the participation of a tremendously dynamic contributor to a new world order. As to the justification
perhaps we can state briefly one or two reasons given by Naosuke himself.

“Careful consideration of conditions as they are today...leads me to believe that it is impossible
in the crisis we now face to ensure the safety and tranquility of our country merely by an insistence
on the seclusion laws as we did in former times...” (1)
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