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The Japan Center for Michigan Universities

Director’s Report

Benjamin McCracken,JD
Resident Director of the Japan Center for Michigan Universities

Many things have changed since my last Director’ s
Report. The United States elected a controversial
president who has made many, even more, controver-
sial decisions. It is still unclear how much of an
impact he will have. So people, both in the United
States and Japan, are of course very concerned about
the future relationship between our two countries. I
think during times like this the value of places like
JCMU really become very apparent. JCMU is a place
where people meet people and gain mutual under-
standing. Whatever politics are going on in the world,
these types of connections are what keeps humanity
together.

February and March are two of my favorite months
of the year. The main reason being that they are
when JCMU welcomes Japanese university students
from around Japan to the center for our annual Koku-
nairyugaku, or in-country study abroad, program.
Over the years this program has grown from about 15
students a few years ago to now about 50 students
over the course of the six weeks we conduct the pro-
gram. These students truly are the future, and JCMU
is very happy to play a role in helping them reach
their goals.

In addition to the Kokunairyugaku program JCMU is
very proud to be starting its new intensive English
program called SPACE. SPACE stands for Semester
long Program in Academic and Communicative Eng-
lish. It matches up with the Japanese academic calen-
dar so students are able to come to JCMU instead of
going abroad for an intensive program. We are ex-
pecting this program to become the centerpiece of the
English program over the next several years. Of
course it isn’t open to just university students; anyone
interested in studying English intensively can join.

I' m very happy this year to continueJCMU Wednes-
day Nights. It is wonderful to see so many people
from the community coming together to have fun and
exchange ideas. So far this year we’ ve had a game
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night and a drama night. All the people AF 1 hOFELWHNES

who attended had a wonderful time meet- T }\(Facebook)%: ZTEL I

ing people from another culture in a very

low stress environment. Please see the e - FNTERARBRIANINNSTED D201 74

JCMU website for further information
about up coming Wednesday Night Events! “

As we head into the rest of 2017 I wish
everyone an excellent year and I hope to
see you all at JCMU.
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Michaela Smith
Michigan State University

I was able to do an internship translating Japanese post
ers into English with Otsuka, the company best known
for making Pocari Sweat, thanks to JCMU. I was not
confident speaking Japanese, so I was very nervous at
first. However, everyone at Otsuka Denshi is very
friendly and accommodating, and they helped me
quickly feel comfortable working there. They got me my
own slippers, and I had my own desk and computer to
work at. Nobody could speak English, but if anyone said
a word I didn’ t understand, or if there was a word I
was translating that I didn’ t understand, they would
explain it in Japanese in many more easy-to-understand
ways until I understood. Translating was hard work
and took a lot of brainpower, but I had a lot of fun
doing it.

There were a few embarrassing moments, like the time
I couldn’ t find the light switch in the bathroom and had
to ask my male coworker to help me, but there were cer-
tainly many more exciting moments. We went to the
main Kansai office in Osaka, where there were many
happy people who wanted to talk with me. When the
people at Otsuka found out I like takoyaki, they threw a
“takopa” (takoyaki-party) and taught me how to make
takoyaki. And, on the last day of the internship, every-
one in the department I worked in was kind enough to
take me to a very fancy Italian restaurant in Kusatsu.

My internship at Otsuka Denshi in Mikumo was one of
the most exciting things I did last semester at JCMU.
This internship taught me a lot about Japanese business
culture and gave me experience translating which will
benefit me in the future. If you’ re interested in moving
to and working in Japan or just working with Japanese
people in the future, I highly recommend you give an
internship a try.
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Welcome to Wednesday Nights !
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Wednesday Nights are a great time to come make friends, learn English, and have lots of fun at the
Japan Center for Michigan Universities. Why spend a boring night at home when you can come do some-
thing interesting and free?
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On Wednesday, February 1st JCMU hosted its first Wednesday Nights of 2017. The theme this time was

“Game Night,” and participants enjoyed trying three games. One of the games was the traditional
Japanese game “ohajiki” It was a new experience for the study abroad students — and even some of the
Japanese participants confessed that it was their first time learning the actual
rules to the game!

The other two games required students to communicate in Japanese and Eng-
lish in order to solve a puzzle and correctly guess what action was represented

in a drawing. Can you guess what the drawing in the photo on the right is??
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