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Director’s Report Extra

Benjamin McCracken,JD
Resident Director of the Japan Center for Michigan Universities

In addition to the cool weather this fall brought many
exciting things to JCMU. On September first 36 students
arrived form the United States with the goal of learning
Japanese and Japanese culture. These students come from a
wide range of backgrounds and have many different
reasons for coming to Japan. So far the students have
enjoyed flower arrangement and a field trip to Nara.

I hope they will meet many nice people in Shiga and expe-
rience as much as possible while they are at JCMU.

Fall is also Kokunairyugaku time. JCMU started welcom-
ing Japanese university students to campus for fall Kokun-
airyugaku in 2011. Since that time it has become one of
JCMU'’s most important programs. Kokunairyugaku students
come from all over Japan and live at JCMU for two weeks.
During that time they share a room with a student from a
university in the United States. The students live and study
together. It is truly wonderful to see students from different
cultures coming together and learning language and inter-
cultural understanding at JCMU.

JCMU was also lucky enough to welcome Governor Rick
Snyder and many other distinguished guests from the State
of Michigan. Governor Snyder spoke with the students and
discussed many different issues. This was Governor
Snyder’s first trip to Shiga and JCMU. During the same visit
he expressed his admiration for JCMU and its missions at the
Midwest Japan Conference held in Tokyo.

Shiga and Michigan are truly lucky to have this unique
relationship and the support of both the State of Michigan
and Shiga Prefecture.

It is hard to believe that I started at JCMU almost four
years ago. So many things have changed but the core values
that make JCMU strong remain. JCMU continues to have one of
the top Japanese language and
culture programs in Japan and
the reputation of the English
Program continues to improve. :

I am looking forward to 2016 | \ e
with renewed optimism and -~
believe JCMU's best years are
certainly yet to come.
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Yoshiaki Onishi
Shiga University
second-year student

I participated in the “Kokunai Ryugaku” program this
fall in order to achieve my goal of studying abroad through
the exchange program at my university. I learned a lot and
made personal progress in many ways over the two weeks
at JCMU. I would like to share where I have grown most as
a person:

Improvement of my communication skills. Not only my
conversation skills in English as a language, but also my
communication skills in cross-cultural situations have
improved. This is all due to sharing a room and spending all
day with students from the United States. While doing our
homework, preparing dinner, and going to Kyoto and Osaka
with the foreign students, spending time with them inspired
me to look at things from a wider perspective than I do. I felt
the contrast of how we think about and view things and how
we experience our cultural identities, which made me think
about many things every day. This experience of living with
students from the US made it possible to feel the difference
between Japanese and American cultures in my bones and
improved my cross-cultural understanding.

This program offered us various types of classes, which
gave us opportunities to learn how to improve our English
by acquiring English rhythm and understanding nuances
easier. Most of my classes were not didactic but conversa-
tional, and that made them very interesting. Unlike most
Japanese university classes, we were assigned to give
several presentations in class as the final products of our
group discussions where we had to express our opinions
clearly. This kind of experience is something one cannot do
on his own to prepare to study abroad, so it was great
practice for me.

The more I learned useful English phrases and slang not
taught at school from the textbook by communicating with
the foreign students and mutually teaching languages to
each other, the more I came to enjoy interacting with them
and like English.

Participating in this JCMU “Kokunai Ryugaku” program
benefited me in many ways: improving my English literacy,
getting the experience of university classes in an English-
speaking country, gaining the flexibility of cross-cultural
understanding, being able to conceptualize with a wider
perspective, and so on. Dormitory life at JCMU was fulfilling
every day and it became my most favorite memory of
summer this year. I hope to continue to make the most of
what I have learned there throughout my future studies. It
was a great pleasure for me to be able to participate in this
program at JCMU.

Last, but certainly not least, I would like to thank Mandy-
sensei, David-sensei, Boland-sensei, Ben-shocho, and all of
the JCMU staff.

Thank you very much.
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Tiffany Spearman
Eastern Michigan University

Nagahama Family Hiking

When I came to Japan for the first time in 2011, I was lucky
enough to have to opportunity to stay with a host family in Naga-
hama for two weeks! Needless to say, when I arrived to JCMU and
saw that there was a family hiking tour of Nagahama scheduled, I
quickly signed up. I was so excited to see my previous “Japanese
hometown.” I'm glad to say that the event was even more fun and
enriching than I had initially thought!

Those of us that participated in the event woke up early on a
Sunday morning to gather in the lecture hall to meet with the
families that we had been paired up with. I was paired up with my
classmate, Isabela Agosa, and we were grouped together with a
young housewife and her six year old daughter. The day started off
with a small self-introduction bingo game, where the JCMU students
and the young families were encouraged to introduce themselves
and chat.

Everyone was incredibly friendly, so it was a great start to the
day! After the game was finished and each group received their
respective prizes for the amount of bingos that they had won, we
moved onto the bus that would take us to Nagahama.

Once we arrived to Nagahama, each group was introduced to one
member of CIS, the group that had organized the trip. My group was
introduced to Koushi, who was very kind and enthusiastic about the
scavenger hunt that seemed to be the main event of the family
hiking tour. Now that our group was completed, we walked a short
distance to Kurokabe Square, the famous shopping area in Naga-
hama. We went to a few of the most famous shops and museums in
the area, in search of the answers to our scavenger hunt.

The first place we visited was the Kaiyodo Figure Museum and
Shop. It was definitely a memorable place! The amount of figurines
they had on display was very impressive. Anyone that is interested
in anime, manga, or just miniature figurines in general should
definitely check it out. While we were looking at the displays, the
little girl that was in our group kept calling everything “&i%5 &,
meaning “creepy’ in English, so it was quite funny! I bought a few
souvenirs for my friends back in America while we were there!

After that, my group all went to lunch together and it was really
fun to sit and learn more about each other! Once we were finished
there, we were actually running a little low on time. We went to the
Kurokabe Glass Museum to get a few more answers to our scaven-
ger hunt. It was very crowded, but I enjoyed looking at the various
glass artworks that were on display and for sale. It was very stylish,
and it would be another very nice place to buy souvenirs!

As it became closer to being time to wrap everything up and start
heading home, we went to another museum for the closing presen-
tation to make sure that our scavenger hunt answers were correct,
and to come together and take pictures so that we'll always be able
to remember our wonderful day in Nagahama.

I really enjoyed myself that day! It was an amazing experience to
be able to interact with local families that enjoy spending time with
us students at JCMU, and that are so enthusiastic about sharing
Japanese culture with us. I am delighted that JCMU offers so many
opportunities for us students that may not have been chosen to stay
with a host family that allow us to be able to interact with the local
community in enriching ways. I would like to encourage my fellow
JCMU students to sign up for these opportunities as they arise,
because they provide truly amazing experiences that we will be able
to remember for the rest of our lives!
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