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The Japan Center for Michigan Universities

“Domestic Study Abroad” at
JCMU-Michigan Center

Marilyn Schlief
JCMU English language program coordinator

KAokunai Ryugaku is a two-week, intensive
English program offered by the Japan Center
for Michigan Universities (JCMU, also known
as the Michigan Center ) in Hikone, Shiga on
the eastern shore of Lake Biwa. This program
is designed for Japanese university students
to attend English classes with native speaking
instructors and share a dormitory room with
an American roommate who is studying
Japanese.

Kokunai Ryugaku provides affordable
opportunities to study English with native
students and instructors every September and
February/March. Instructors use materials,
activities and methodologies based on TESOL
research. The course offers twenty hours per
week of classroom instruction, as well as extra
curricular activities with native English-speaking
students and staff.

The main benefit for a Japanese student
looking for English language programs
within Japan is living with the group of
American students and faculty in the dormitory
apartments at JCMU-Michigan Center. A
consortium of fifteen four-year public
universities in Michigan, Shiga’s sister state, is
responsible for administration of the Center.

Each dorm apartment has two bedrooms,
kitchen, and bathroom with tub and shower.
There is a library, computer room, TV room, and
laundry facilities. Bicycles and helmets are
available for all students.

More information about Aokunai Ryugaku is
posted on the JCMU web site at:
http://www.jcmu.net
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