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The Japan Center for Michigan Universities

JCMU —Michigan Center ;

Creating a World Classroom -

Marilyn Schlief
JCMU English language program coodinator

Living in Shiga as Michigan exchange teachers in 1988
was a life-changing experience for my husband and me!

A memorable event was inviting four Shiga educators
— Kokusai Joho principal, two English teachers, one
Board of Education member — to join me in a Tokyo
conference center for a teleconference between Shiga
and Michigan. We spoke LIVE with my teaching
colleagues at Garden City High School in Michigan,
resulting in email exchanges between Michigan and
Moriyama students in 1988!

In recognition of those video
teleconferencing activities, I
received a National Christa
McAuliffe teacher’s award for a
global understanding project
called “Creating a World
Classroom”. I promised myself
to return to Shiga someday
and create a center for teaching
and learning English, enhanced
by the latest educational
technologies with a focus on
global understanding.

Returning to Shiga last year to work with JCMU
English programs in Hikone is an honor. The Center is
complemented by professional SIA and JCMU staff. With
support of fifteen public Michigan universities, JCMU is a
vibrant Center for educational exchange of language,
culture, arts, and communication. There must be no limit
to the creativity, enthusiasm and enjoyment of
participants who attend JCMU activities. Imagine --- the
JCMU library, lobby, and computer room as comfortable
gathering spots to enjoy English classes, conversation
partners, musical performances, poetry readings, movies,
book clubs, forums for world events, presentations by
sister-city groups; photography, computer applications,
art exhibits, Skype interaction with speakers around the
world; “meet-ups” about favorite hobbies; story-hours to
encourage reading and language learning for children or
retirees---to expand our world knowledge.

The Michigan Center—JCMU belongs to Shiga.
Together, let’s create a world classroom of activities.
Come to JCMU for a “fun” English experience!
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Kristen Lotrey
Michigan State University

Going to the environmental business expo was

definitely a wonderful experience to see Japa-
nese companies and latest ideas for new prod-
ucts.

At first I was not sure what to expect when
signing up for this event, but I was delightfully
surprised. When I arrived to Nagahama Dome
with two other JCMU students and one of
JCMU’s teachers, Elyzabeth Lynn and Alithea
Mcfarlane, and Mr. McCracken, the place was
huge and filled with booths from various compa-
nies all across Japan, from toilet companies, to
those that plan to send out solar panels to help
energize a city. Some companies were bigger like
Panasonic, and some were smaller companies
that mold vases out of clay. These were ideas
about the near hopeful future, if put into action,
will help save energy, and innovating products
that are more earth friendly.

These companies were not just Japanese com-
panies. In our booth, we informed people about
Michigan, such as our five large lakes and the
energy saving opportunities Michigan has to
offer, such as the fruits grown in Michigan and
the ever famous car companies in Detroit. We
also explained about the good relationship
between Michigan and Shiga prefecture in Japan.
For example, JCMU’s English and Japanese
intensive program. Japanese people who wish to
learn more English are welcome to join JCMU’s
intensive English program to enhance their
skills. If they took an interest in JCMU, they
received our own personal business card, which
we were given to us to pass out to people. Many
people stopped by our booths, and all three of us,
JCMU students, had the opportunity to practice
our Japanese explaining the opportunities above.

I was also able to try out the new products,
such a bathing soap that made your hand smooth
and vacuums of the future that were able to
vacuum themselves. Being able to test these new
products were a lot of fun and educational. I am
excited to see what kinds of products Japanese
companies will innovate for the near future that
are earth friendly.

Going to the Nagahama Dome was definitely an
experience I will always remember. Returning
home to America, I cannot wait to tell people
about Japan's new ideas for the future and their
beautiful "saving the planet" mindset.
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