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In October, I had the privilege of attending
the 2011 Shiga Environmental Exposition as
a student representative of JCMU, and by
extension, the state of Michigan. While
staffng the Michigan booth, which
highlighted various technology and policy
initiatives being taken by the state to promote
environmental conservation and energy
efficiency, I was able to meet numerous
representatives from Japanese companies
promoting similar goals. Of course, my
interactions with them were primarily in
Japanese. I was nervous when I arrived -
after all, my Japanese sKkills are rudimentary,
at best - but when I began to speak with the
various Japanese attendees, I was pleased at
how patient and open they were with me.
They were very accommodating, and
displayed genuine interest in the Michigan
booth. They helped me to practice speaking
in Japanese, and helped me to overcome some
of my trepidation at interacting with Japanese
people in their native language.

After staffing the booth for a while, I was
permitted to walk around the expo at my
relative leisure, and see the myriad
technologies on display. Shiga Prefecture is
home to Lake Biwa, and has a history of
environmental conscientiousness associated
with preserving this historic lake. Companies
from all over Japan, and indeed several
international companies, were displaying all
sorts of environmental and clean energy
technologies, ranging from paper recycling, to
water conservation, to machines that showed
remarkable energy efficiency. I was really
impressed by all the technology on display - it
shows that many Japanese companies are
highly conscious of environmental
preservation, and endeavoring to contribute
to this cause in their own unique ways.

Overall, I was very pleased to be able to
attend the expo. Shiga Prefecture is doing a
wonderful job hosting this exposition, and I
believe that the expo will only continue to
grow in the future, as better technologies are
developed and environmental consciousness
becomes further valued by the population at
large.

-Matthew Baker
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