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I am pleased to report that the Fall 2009 semester was a
success. There were no major injuries and only 6 cases
of the swine flu. This was a major
accomplishment, given the close
proximity that the students study and
live in here at the center. Special thanks
to the staff and faculty who helped to
make it a memorable and safe term.

As the new Resident Director here at
JCMU, I want to wish all a Happy New
Year. I have high hopes for yet another
good group this semester. In the way of
an introduction, I am coming to JCMU
from Utah State University where I
oversaw admissions for the school of
graduate studies. I also worked in the
history department, teaching Ancient
and Modern Japanese History. I
graduated with a double major in
Japanese History and Japanese Language at the
University of Oregon. I continued my graduate studies
there where I was able to narrow the scope of my studies
even further. For the past 25 years Japan has been a
major part of my life, in work, and in my studies. I am so
excited to begin this year sharing my appreciation and
admiration for Japan with our students.

Towards the end of the fall semester some of our
students were able to participate in the Hikone Castle
Festival Parade. JCMU students also celebrated
Halloween and Thanksgiving, among the many other
activities which helped to foster numerous friendships
among both our Japanese and English language students.

This Semester, we will begin all four levels of Japanese
language with our returning and new students. Both
English and Japanese classes begin during the first week
in January. Additionally, students will be able to take
elective classes which include Business, Pop Culture, and
History. We welcome back Dr. David Leapard to teach
our International Comparative Business Dimensions class.
There are a number of great Friday projects lined up
including Tea Ceremony, Flower Arrangement, Taiko
Drumming, Koto, Aikido, Origami, and Calligraphy. Good
luck to both our Japanese and English language students
this term. May we have another safe and unforgettable
semester.
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One of the most memorable moments of my
trip to Japan was participating in Hikone
Castle Festival on Xfk® H. At that time I was
able to dress up as a feudal age samurai and
mark in front of Ii Naomasa and his magnificent
horse while everyone looked on in awe at the
traditional clothing that we had spent so much
time putting on. I will never forget the looks of
surprise and admiration from the people in the
crowd and I am very glad I chose to participate.
I think it is great that Japan celebrates their
culture and honors their history so dearly and it
is a great wish of mine that someday I can
bring this kind of interest to people in my own
country. Thank you, Shiga. L.P)
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