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Interim Resident Director
of The Japan Center For Michigan Universities

My name is William Somes and I
am currently the Interim Resident
Director at JCMU. 1 graduated from
Central Michigan University which is
one of our 15 consortium members. I
am enjoying my time at JCMU and
want to express my sincere gratitude
to the people of Hikone City and
Shiga Prefecture for their warm
hospitality and kindness.

I arrived in Japan in late May just
after JCMU’s 20th anniversary
celebration and right before the start
of the Japanese language summer program. The English
language spring program at JCMU was already well under
way when I started and our intensive summer program went
quickly. I am proud to announce that all sessions were a
great success and both our Japanese and English students had
wonderful experiences during their studies at JCMU. The
summer program concluded with a BBQ and introduced the
students to Suikawari (watermelon smashing with a large
stick) after their final exams. Our closing ceremony was on
August 1st followed by a beautiful display of the Hikone
fireworks that night.

August was a quiet month at JCMU with no students on
campus, but the Center’s staff kept busy preparing for fall
programs. Maibara High School students attended a one week
intensive English language course starting August 31st and
the Japanese Language students arrived September 1st, so
JCMU is once again full of life with
approximately 47 students. This fall
our English Language program begins
on September 14th with classes held in
Hikone and at our satellite classes in
Otsu on Wednesday nights. Our
Japanese Language program offers
elective courses in Religion at the
University of Shiga Prefecture,

Economics and Business at Shiga

University, an online course by Dr.

Douglass Scott of Waseda University

about Intercultural Communication and

Technology, and a class on Comparative

Social Organization and Control between Japan and the United
States taught at JCMU by our visiting scholar from Grand
Valley State University, Dr. William Crawley.

I believe our fall programs have gotten off to a great start
and we look forward to another successful semester for all of
our students. Thank you.
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