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The Japan Center for Michigan Universities

On occasion of JCMU’s 20™ Anniversary

Kate Simon

Program Coordinator
of The Japan Center For Michigan Universities

Nearly 200 people recently gathered
in Shiga to celebrate the 20t
anniversary of the Japan Center for
Michigan Universities. From May 18 —
20, guests from Michigan and Japan
including alumni and local dignitaries
joined together at JCMU to reflect on
the Center's achievements and plan
for its future.

The three-day celebration began
with a welcome reception for guests
from Michigan; and culminated in a
formal program and reception on the evening of May 20.
Along with representative of Governor Kada and Governor
Granholm, the guest list included officials from Shiga
Prefecture, local city governments; representatives from
most of the 15 JCMU consortium universities and partner
universities, JCMU faculty, staff, students and alumni.

During the anniversary program, two important
announcements were made. First, the creation of the JCMU
Melville Endowed Scholarship, an endowment fund
honoring the life and work of Harold Melville which will
provide need-based student scholarships. Second, the
formation of the JCMU Alumni Association which will bring
together former and current students from both the English
and Japanese Language Program’s at JCMU. These
developments mark the continuing growth and progress of
the Center.

Special events ranged from a Lobby Concert hosted by
Shiga Prefecture featuring pianist Takahara Chigusa and
trumpeter Sakiya Yukari to a courtesy visit to Governor
Kada, where Jill Murphy representing Michigan Governor
Jennifer Granhom, exchanged greetings and gifts.

At the celebration’s conclusion, guests from both
Michigan and Shiga came together again to plant a tree in
the Japanese Garden. A white plum tree was planted to
compliment the pink blossoms of the red plum which was
planted in 2004 to commemorate JCMU’s 15™ anniversary.
In Japan the colors red and white are used together at
celebrations as a symbol of happiness, a fitting color
combination for the celebration of this momentous occasion.

We would like to thank everyone who has helped JCMU
to reach this important landmark. The work you do has
positively impacted the lives of thousands of students.
Together we have created a bridge between Japan and the
United States that extends beyond the physical boundaries
of these countries. Together we are fostering a new
generation of globally sensitive and competent citizens.
Thank you.
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JCMU’s 20" anniversary
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