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It I= hard to believe that
anather =emester = coming (o a
close, The students were as busy
az ever thi=s semester with their
intenslve =tudy of Japanese, flebd
tripz, and other courses Some
of the highlights [ncluded
participation by =zome of our
studentz In the 7Yth annual
Ekiden 100 kilometer relay race
arouncd Lake Biwa, Before the race, the students
were able to take time to visit I=hivamadera in
Ci=u, which will =oon celebrate the 1000th
anniversary of the writing of the Tale of Genii by
Lady Murasaki Shikibu, Sewveral students are
taking a class in traditional Japanese woodblock
printing and were able to visit speclalists In
Kyoto where in the studio the students practiced
their skills. Ancther highllght was a vigit to the
battlefleld of Seklgahara, not far from Hikone.

There was an unprecedented turn out for our
annual Halloween and Thanksgiving dinner=
More than 120 chlldren. parents and JCMU
students dressed In a wvariety of costumes
explored the “haunted house”™ and then went
trick or treating through the JCML Resldence.

The Prefecture of Shiga held b= annual
Environmental Expo in October and several
JCM1I students volunteered In greeting visitors at
the Michigan booth,

With only a week to go the students are
preparing for fimal exams. papers and
presentatlons, We wish all a very happy Hollday
season and look forward to a new wvear, new
students and a new semester.
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