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Director’s Report

Paull] B[] Reagan

Director of The Japan Center for Michigan Universities

The Summer 2007 Intensive
Japanese Language Program has
just come to a close. There were
nearly sixty students this year
taking courses at various levels
of Japanese, English, and in
JCMU’s Environmental Science
in Japan Program. In additionto
their studies, the students were
able to take advantage of
summer holidays and travel to
various areas of Japan. Several
climbed Mt Fuji while others
visited Tokyo, Kyoto, Kobe,
Osaka, Takayama, and Nara.

The students had unique
opportunities this summer too,
such as visiting the Togei no
Mori in Shigaraki and actually
studying under the direction of
Mr. Tamura ceramicist and
Director of the Shigaraki
Association of Potters.

There will be an exciting series of Open
Lectures scheduled for the Fall. We will have
professors, specialists and MBA students
presenting lectures in various aspects of
marketing, history, and finance. These lectures
are open to all and we warmly welcome the
Hikone community to join us.
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Coming to Japan | was both excited and nervous to spend
two months living in a country that | have never been to
before.

As it turned out, though, | was very fortunate to have been
chosen by a family that | got along with easily; with a bright,
ten year-old son, a beautiful, good-at-cooking mother, and a
talkative, who-may-be-a-better-cook-than-mother father.

Among the entire time | have lived with the host family, |
definitely will remember the fun we had climbing the
mountain behind the house as well as re-climbing half of it to find the keys lost by the
son that have been engulfed by the bamboo forest.

But on top of it all, what | will miss most is the time we spend together at the dinner




table. Those are the times that we have spent talking about anything that crosses our
mind. Among those conversations over dessert, tea, or even sake, | will remember
especially those topics that just came out of nowhere  from fake marriages to economy
to the regions in the world in which we think the most beautiful people live in I loved
them all.

My biggest regret of this trip is that it lasted only this long; | wish | had more time to
spend with the family and visit more places in Japan. But even more than that, I'd like to
thank the JCMU Staff for finding such a lovely family, and the family for not only taking
me into their home, but also for bearing with me until now, and for even willing to save
me when | was stranded in the train with no cash to pay for the tickets.
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