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01 am delighted to introduce myself as the
new Resident Director for the Japan
Center for Michigan Universities. Since my
arrival in January 2007 much has taken
place in terms of academic and student
life. JCMU celebrated the successful
completion of the Academic Year with a
closing ceremony on 14 April in which
students enrolled in both our Intensive
Japanese Language and English Programs were awarded
certificates of successful completion of the program. The
ceremony was attended by an array of dignitaries
including representatives and colleagues from Shiga
Prefecture, Shiga University, The University of Shiga
Prefecture, Hikone City, and SIA who joined us in the
reception which followed. There were two special
performances this year at the closing ceremony;
Professor Preston Houser performed a moving piece on
the Shakuhachi and five JCMU students, under the
direction of Mr. Abe of Tonda Bunraku, performed a piece
from classical Japanese puppetry.

00 Our May program was a great success this year. JCMU
sponsored five courses in literature, technology, history,
marketing, and art. Graduate Students from the Graduate
School of Art, Ann Arbor have been
participating in Hikone life and in a
number of projects over the past few
weeks and will present their work at
an exhibit 1 June.

OWe are now preparing for the
arrival of nearly sixty students who
have been accepted into the nine-
week intensive Japanese language
program. We are looking forward to
the continued success of our students
and the opening of new vistas as they
experience the riches of Japanese life,
language and culture especially in
this year commemorating the 400t
anniversary of Hikone Castle.
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Culturall Research Project:
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“ Death of a Cherry Blossom: li Naosuke and the end of the Bakuhu”

When li Naosuke, the powerfuld daimyol of Hikone, assumed the position of Tairo in
the Tokugawa shogunate he was faced with a crisis within
the government brought about by the coming of Americans
Perry and Harris to Japan. li took the matter of signing the
treaties into his own hands, and his decisions on the matter
were criticized and his actions were seen as ruthless by
many in the government, as well as those who were not. Since that time li
has been seen as a traitor and a villain. Examining his actions from a
modern, removed perspective, li can be seen as a man who did what he
thought was best for the shogunate and national security.
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EEM Calendar
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