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Dennis Meier
Interim Director of Japan Center for Michigan Universities

My name is Dennis Meier, and |
am the interim director at JCMU this
fall. A search for the permanent
director is currently being completed
by the board of director of JCMU.
The plan is for that person to start in
January of next year.

While this is my first stay at JCMU,
I have visited the campus twice
before. | have serviced as the faculty
director for Lansing Community
College's Japan Adventure Program
in Otsu. The two positions have very
much in common, for example, in :
both programs | was and the
administrator and teacher to a large
group of students.

In addition to my stays in Shiga,
three of my four children have lived
in Shiga for at least a year each. My youngest
daughter served as a JET for three years in the
Otsu school system. As a result, my family and |
are very familiar with Shiga and the beauty
surround Lake Biwa in the fall.

My role this fall has been to help get the fall
semester off to a good start. What | have found here
is that JCMU is very fortunate in having a very
experienced and professional staff working here in
campus. They have taken the leadership in getting
us up and running, and in so doing have made my
job much easier.

We are starting fall semester with forty-nine
students from the United States on campus. While
most of our students came from Michigan, we also
have student from other parts of the United States.
With forty-nine students, our class rooms and
dormitory will be close to capacity. In addition to
our students studying the Japanese language, they
will have an opportunity to take additional classes
in Japanese business, culture, religion, and politics.
Our students are also being given an opportunity to
experience a home stay and internship in the area.

Our English language programs are also getting
started this fall with a great deal of excitement and
enthusiasm. We started with a one week intensive
English language program for Maibara High School
students. We will continue to explore opportunities
to study English at our JCMU and our satellite
office in Otsu.

I believe our fall semester has gotten off to a
great start and | look forward to having a
successful fall.
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