Director's Report

Jeffery Johnson,
Director of Japan Center for Michigan Universities

0 Spring semester 2005 is going
smoothly even though we added
several new aspects to the usual
JCMU Japanese program. The
regular academic program has the
addition of Japanese Popular
Culture taught by Robert Aspinall,
Akiko Manabe, et. al, at Shiga
University. Since this is the first
semester to offer this course we
are feeling our way and making adjustments. But as testament to
the currency of this topic, NHK (Japan's BBC or PBS) ran a show on
Otaku culture on the Sunday show Art Scene on the evening of
February 27. The topic is frequently in the newspapers these days
and has truly caught fire inside and outside of Japan. No one knows
that better than JCMU students who may have grown up on
Japanese anime but are getting their first taste of such a university
course.

0 The second addition to the usual busy schedule of the academic
program is the training program for the American Pavilion guides
for Aichi Expo 2005. At the moment we are at about 130% capacity,
and juggling all aspects of these programs and lectures on top of the
English and Japanese programs and their accompanying classes and
activities has been a challenge. To my knowledge JCMU's
participation in this training was the brainchild of Martin Stack the
program coordinator at MSU, and running the program at all would
not be possible without the cooperation of Mr. Kosaka at Toyota
Biwako-so where the guides are housed. The guides have said that
Mr. Toshi Tawarayama, who is the caretaker of the facility and
coordinator of the guides activities, is the greatest “ house mother”
ever. The Japanese language portion of the training has just come to
a close, and the guides have been joined by eight mentor guides for
the last week of training here at JCMU before relocating to Nagoya.

0 Thanks go out to all involved, but to mention a few: Bernard
Taresco, Michelle Boodleman and many guest lecturers of the Aichi
Expo team, the staff at the Lake Biwa Museum, Hikone Castle, and
the Nagahama Kurokabe district. JCMU's own Hitomi Kitasaka,
Keiko Melville, and Minoru Aizawa doubled up their always busy
teaching schedules to insure that the guides received genuine-JCMU,
high-quality language training. We all look forward to the chance to
see the guides in action at the American Pavilion at Aichi Expo
2005.

0 The second round of guide training will start in early May and
overlap with the regular JCMU summer program in June. After the
completion of the entirety of the Expo program in September a
number of the guides will return to JCMU to take fall semester
courses that will run through to December, completing a full
calendar year of JCMU's participation in Expo training and the
transition of the guides back to their regular academic careers at
their respective campuses.
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