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Director’s Report

Benjamin McCracken,JD
Resident Director of the Japan Center for Michigan Universities
It is hard to believe that summer is E#
over and that fall has arrived in full
force, but the evidence is all here, cool ¥
breezes, nikuman, hot drinks in the vend- |
ing machines, and a new group of JCMU
students arriving in Hikone. This is
always a special time of year for me,
since I arrived in Japan for the first time
in the fall as well. Memories always
come flooding back.

Unlike Japan, fall is the traditional time of year for
Americans to start school and to think about doing
something new. This year JCMU is committed to
doing many new things to help bring it closer to the
people of people of Shiga. It is JCMU’s hope that
through outreach activities, it can create stronger ties
with the local community and create opportunities
for JCMU students to meet with local people.

One area JCMU is expanding its efforts is its
Wednesday Nights at JCMU. These programs
include games, acting, and conversation skill build-
ing. Wednesday Nights at JCMU are free and open
to anyone. Almost all the activities are team based
allowing local people the chance to interact with
JCMU student in a fun and enjoyable way. Cur-
rently we have about 20 attending each event, but
we would love to have more.

Another program JCMU started in the spring and
renewed for the fall is its free TOEFL iBT prepara-
tion course for students studying at the University
of Shiga Prefecture and Shiga University. This
course is also free for students taking other courses
at JCMU. This course was developed to help stu-
dents wanting to participate in study abroad and
exchange opportunities with universities in Michi-
gan.

I’ m sure this will continue to e an exciting year
at JCMU. I hope many people can come and partici-
pate in the exciting things we are doing and inter-
act with the student living on campus.
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Christopher Hyek
Michigan State University

Naginta club in Hikone had made a visit to JCMU to
give a small practice and history lesson on naginatas.
We were taught to do two different types of strikes
Men (or head strike) and Sune (shin strike) as well as
the proper positions that we should be in when we
do these strikes. After a demonstration we were
allowed to also use the practice weapons where we
did the same thing as the mentors. After the practice
sessions were over they had allowed us to show off
our skills in a staged combat with them. Although
we were nowhere near as good as them, they had
given us a great lesson on the weapons, how to use
them, and how much discipline is needed to use nagi-
natas.

Similar to the lesson we had on Naginata’s, we were
given lessons on other traditional types of Japanese
activities as well. Some of these activities were tea
ceremony rituals, flower arrangement, how to prop-
erly wear a kimono/yukata as well as a kendo and
karate demonstration and lesson. These activities
were all generously given by people in the commu-
nity to help us better understand some of the more
traditional parts of Japanese culture. Sometimes we
are even directed or recommended to other activities
based on our interests in these activities/skills. And
for students who are third or fourth years we are
even given practice in translating what the present-
ers are saying to those in the first and second years
in order to double up on cultural as well as Japanese
practice. Overall these small lessons are a concise
way to show off as much as possible to those who
wish to know more about the cultural aspects of
Japan while they are taking a break from studying
Japanese.
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