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Special Program for Academic and
Communicative English

S.P.A.C.E. Program 2018

[Program Dates]

April 8th,Mon-July 26th,Fri(15-week).2019

%No classes during National Holidys and from April 29 to May 4, 2019.
xClass size : Minimum 4

[Class Time]

*Monday 9:00-12:00/13:00-14:00
‘Wednesday 9:00-12:00
*Thursday 9:00-12:00
*Friday 9:00-12:00/13:00-14:00

[Course Goals)

-To provide an American study abroad experience close
to home

-Give English language learners (over 18 years of age)
the opportunity to have extensive interactions with
American foreign-exchange students

-Provide communicative and project-based courses in
English that match or exceed the standards of excel-
lence set by JCMU'’s partner universities

For further information,

please send us the Inquiry form from our website!
https:/goo.gl/TJ48s1
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The Japan Center for Michigan Universities

Director’s Report

Benjamin McCracken,JD
Resident Director of the Japan Center for Michigan Universities

Summer has come to Japan and with it a new group
of JCMU Summer Language students. This year JCMU
is proud to have students from all over the state of
Michigan and other parts of the United States. These
students are some of the hardest working students who
come to JCMU. I am always moved by their motivation
and the effort they put forth in studying Japanese at a
very fast pace. Every year I feel the need to re-open my
Japanese language textbooks so I can continue to
improve like they are. If you see these students around
please give them encouragement.

Summer also means that the next academic year is
just around the corner and with it the close of the Shiga
and Michigan 50th Anniversary year that started in
Shiga last September. It is hard for me to believe that
almost one year has passed since representatives from
the state of Michigan came to JCMU to attend our open-
ing ceremony. The Tachibana tree that was planted
after the ceremony is thriving just as the relationship
between Michigan and Shiga.

At the end of May, I was lucky enough to visit
Sweden as part of an Art Brut exchange between Japan
and Sweden. I went without much thought about the
exhibit and was surprised to see pieces from an artist
from Shiga. There were also many people from Shiga at
the exhibit opening. It made me very proud to tell the
people in Sweden that JCMU is located in Shiga and that
we too have a display of similar art in our lobby. If you
haven’t had a chance to see our art brut display please
stop by.

My trip to Sweden also made me think about how
lucky Michigan is to have such a strong relationship
with Shiga. Many Swedish people were surprised to
hear about JCMU and the goodwill missions that
happen every year between our respective states. I
think it is something we can easily take for granted, so
I would encourage everyone to continue to do his or her
best to keep our relationship strong.

As I write this report I am getting ready to head to
Michigan for one month this August. It will be the first
time since becoming the Resident director that I have
spent more than three weeks back home in Michigan.
As part of this trip back home, I will be able to attend
the 50th Anniversary Ceremony taking place in Michi-
gan. I know the support the people of Shiga give to us
at JCMU. I look forward is sharing that with the people
I meet in Michigan.
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Ms.Shannon Lemons
(Michigan State University)

When I decided to enroll in the Teaching English in Japan
program at JCMU it was mostly a test of my resolve. T ve
had a passion for learning foreign languages since high
school and initially I came to Japan to pursue my study of
the Japanese language, However, my entire life people have
been telling me that I should enter a field that gives me the
opportunity to work with children. Now, nearly ten years
after that first occurrence, I' ve found myself attempting to
combine those skills to share my love of languages with the
next generation.

I was initially surprised by the differences in language
education in Japan. While there are many, a few in particu-
lar stand out. Firstly, in America, foreign language teachers
are typically fluent in the language they are teaching,
enough so to be a translator as well. In Japan, in some
cases, merely having been to a country where people
primarily speak English is enough. A lot of teachers are not
confident in their skills with the language, and it would
seem this lack of confidence passes on to their students.
This is often despite their apparent skill with the language.
Secondly, and perhaps the most difficult hurdle for me to
overcome, is Japan s focus on testing. In many cases
English is taught and learned with one goal in mind, to pass
an exam. This seemed to ultimately result in many of the
classrooms we visited, even those with second or third year
students in the language, to be either hesitant or incapable
of using the language in a conversational setting.

Despite these unfortunate truths, this trip has been one of
the most meaningful experiences of my life. I was able to
get a taste for what life in a classroom would be like, but
more importantly, I was able to make connections with
English learners from Shiga, Kyoto, and Kobe. Once they
were able to move past their initial shyness we were even
able to have some meaningful conversations. My favorite
experience had to be our visit to Shiga Daigaku. There we
met students studying English in the hope of becoming
international leaders one day. After the self introductions,
we spent an hour talking about economic issues in Japan
and the differences between the Japanese and American
views on marriage and childbirth. I found the conversation
very stimulating, and it restored my faith that there is a
place for English Education in Japan.

Now that the May program is over, and I’ ve moved on to
intensive Japanese study, I’ ve remained in contact with
some of the English students I met during the short
program. We spend time each day exchanging language
tips with one another while creating a friendship I hope will
last even after I return to the United States. I am becoming
more and more confident not only in my ability to speak
and understand Japanese, but to teach my primary
language to others. I am certain this trip and the experienc-
es I ve gained will continue with me throughout my life.
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