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Special Program for Academic and
Communicative English

S.P.A.C.E. Program

eProgram Dates

April 9th, Mon-August 3rd,Fri (15-week)

x%No classes during National Holidays or May 1st & 2nd
xxClass size : Minimum 4

eClass Time

-Monday 9:00-12:00/13:00-14:00
‘Wednesday 9:00-12:00

‘Thursday 9:00-12:00

‘Friday 9:00-12:00/13:00-14:00

eCourse Goals

+To provide an American study abroad experience close
to home

-Give English language learners (over 18 years of age)
the opportunity to have extensive interactions with
American foreign-exchange students

‘Provide communicative and project-based courses in
English that match or exceed the standards of excel-
lence set by JCMU'’s partner universities

For further information,

please send us the Inquiry form from our website!
https://goo.gl/TJ48s1
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The Japan Center for Michigan Universities

Director’s Report

Benjamin McCracken,JD
Resident Director of the Japan Center for Michigan Universities

2018 got off to a great start with 49 students taking
part in JCMU'’ s various Japanese language and culture
programs. This is the largest group of students we’ ve
had on campus in several years, but think this trend
will continue due to Japan’ s popularity in the United
States and the world. The students are eager to explore
Shiga Prefecture and to make as many local friends as
possible.

For most of the students this is their first trip abroad.
They are learning how to get around Hikone and how
to do daily chores they take for granted in the USA. Of
course, most of the students use cars in the United
States, so transitioning to bicycles is always a fun
challenge. JCMU students are easy to recognize — just
look for their helmets! Please don't be afraid to
approach them and ask them about how they are enjoy-
ing their lives in Shiga.

JCMU is working hard this year to get more students
out into the community in home stays and internships.
With the support of the people of Shiga Prefecture we
have been able to increase the number of students
living outside of JCMU. The experience is one that both
the students and the host families will always remem-
ber. If you are interested please do not hesitate to
contact JCMU.

The same goes for businesses that accept students
for internships. JCMU students come from a wide
variety of backgrounds and are pursuing many differ-
ent degrees, from English teaching to mechanical engi-
neering. Most businesses that accept an intern are able
to use the students’ unique abilities to help their busi-
ness. I hope more businesses will consider adding a
student intern in 2018.

On the English Language side of JCMU we are busy
preparing for another cohort of Kokunairyugaku
students. Every spring JCMU welcomes students from
inside and outside Shiga prefecture to come and live at
JCMU with the American students for a two-week
intensive course focused on preparing students for
study abroad and international travel. The Japanese
university students who participate in Kokunairyugaku
often decide to go abroad after studying at JCMU,
making it a great stepping stone for someone consider-
ing an overseas adventure.

We at JCMU sincerely hope that 2018 will be a won-
derful year for everyone. We are certainly blessed to be
here in Shiga and will continue to work hard to fulfill
JCMU’ s mission to promote exchange at the prefectural
and local levels while offering top class language and
culture courses. Please stop in and say “Hello” if you
have a chance.
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JCMU%ED TOIRER

Joseph Sikora
(Eastern Michigan University)

My JCMU experience has been one of the best experiences
in my life. Through JCMU I have been able to participate in
many events. In the Fall of 2017 I decided to participate in the
homestay program at JCMU. I was matched with a family
that lived in Nagahama. At first I was a little shy, as were the
other children in the house. However, as time went on I
became more comfortable with the family. I learned new
things about vocab, culture, and what it means to have fun
for a kid. I really enjoy how active kids are in Japan.

I really enjoyed this experience. The family took me to
many cultural events so I was rarely bored. My favorite event
was a small festival held in Nagahama. There was a man
who was standing on a 10-foot pole while juggling fire balls. I
was also able to talk with some of the local towns people and
create new relationships. I would definitely recommend this
experience. I still keep in touch with the family today.

In Japan there are many traditional sports. My favorite
among them is Judo. I joined the Judo team at Shiga
University in the beginning of October 2017. I began
practicing Judo at my home university, Eastern Michigan, and
found Judo it to be very interesting. However, I was not very
good at first. Through practicing with the university team, I
hoped to become better. Not only did my Judo improve, but I
also made some good friends. I was able to practice my
Japanese as well.

In December I debuted at a Judo competition in Kyoto. Prior
to this I went to practice 3 days a week. I also decided to
exercise more and eat healthier. To be honest I was a little
nervous. I believed my opponents would be stronger than me.
In fact, they were much stronger, but I did not give up. Every
time I fell down, I got back up. I guess what I like about Judo
is that it taught me things about myself I didn’ t know before.
Even though I lost my matches at the competition I still had a
lot of fun. Through this experience I was able to become
closer with my friends.

During winter break I took a trip to Tokyo. Although the
trip wasn’ t planned very well it was a great time. I went with
my French friend and met up with other friends later in
Tokyo. My favorite part about Tokyo is that even in a big city
it still felt calm and safe. Also, the night life is fun. It was
very hard for me not to buy too many things because every
shop had something I wanted.

In Tokyo there is a whipped cream restaurant, which main
staple, obviously enough, is whipped cream. I ordered French
toast and a whipped cream milk shake. It was the best French
toast of my life. After this we went to Meiji shrine near
Harajuku. There were many guest there that day. After the
shrine something a little scary happened. Everywhere around
me I could hear sirens and warnings. My friend’ s cell phone
was even beeping. There was a warning of a big earthquake
that was supposed to come. It didn’ t hit our location and was
much smaller than it was supposed to be.

Overall, I am having a great time at JCMU and I know I am
going to miss it here when it is time to leave. To all of my
friends that I have made in Japan, thank you for your
support! I hope it was as much fun for you as it was for me !
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