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Happy New Year! The first part of the year in Japan is always
very exciting. New students arrive from the US and Kokunairyugaku
is just around the corner in February. With everything going on
time can fly by very quickly. I'm sure it will be April before long
and the students in the Japanese program will be heading home.

April will mark the end of JCMU's 25th Anniversary year —
and what a year it has been! JCMU held a special 25th
Anniversary ceremony in November that was well attended by
dignitaries from the US and Japan, including the United States
Consul General for Osaka/Kobe, Allen Greenberg and Shiga
Governor Taizo Mikazuki. It was Governor Mikazuki's first visit
to JCMU. He talked with many of the students and toured the
facility. Overall he seemed very impressed with JCMU and its
mission. We hope he will visit JCMU again soon.

While April will mark the end of the 25th Anniversary, it will
also mark a new beginning for the JCMU English Program.
Starting in April JCMU will introduce several new courses and
will be expanding its children’'s programing. JCMU is also
working hard to be a leader when it comes to teaching children
returning to Japan from overseas. If it has been a while since
you attended a JCMU class I highly recommend coming to meet
our teachers seeing what they new courses offer.

In May JCMU will welcome students from around the US and begin
its spring and summer programs for Japanese language and culture
students. This spring will feature courses on Shiga History, Japanese
Religions, and Mokuhanga. JCMU will also offer Career Culture
Hybrid programs focused on Teaching English in Japan, Health and
Culture in Japan, as well as Environmental Science in Japan. Of
course we will offer our summer intensive Japanese program as well.
We are very excited to have some many diversified program.

JCMU is also becoming known as a place where students with an
advance level of Japanese and cultural understanding can
participate in internships at various businesses, NPOs, and
Government organizations around Shiga. These students can really
bring an international feel to any office and
create a unique environment where culture
and language are freely exchanged.

Even though we looked back on 25
years of excellence this year, we have
really prepared the way for the next 25
years. Thank you to all the members of
the JCMU family. We look forward to
being part of the Shiga community for 25
more years and beyond.
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I've had a passion for ceramics since high school
and I have been making ceramics for 4 years now, so I
was hoping to do research on Japanese ceramics in
Japan. Luckily JCMU managed to set me up with
Darren Damonte, an American who moved to Japan 35
years ago and apprenticed under Japanese potter
Banura san.

For the past month, I have been commuting to his
restaurant and pottery studio in Omihachiman several
times a week to learn about the traditional methods
involved in creating Japanese pottery. Because Mr.
Damonte owns a restaurant, my research project evolved
into creating a set of traditionally thrown tableware. I
aimed to create a collection of ceramics that lent itself to
a menu Mr. Damonte and I created with the ultimate
goal to be to serve a dinner using my own tableware.
Over the course of the past month, I created 22 ceramic
pieces on a manual potter’'s wheel, also known as a kick
wheel, which was an extremely difficult experience for
me. Some days my legs were so tired from spinning clay
for a few hours that I had trouble walking.

My pieces were glazed and fired in a kiln in Shigaraki,
a very famous pottery town in the mountains of southern
Shiga prefecture. It's a wonderful place to visit and explore
shops, studio spaces, and the Shigaraki Ceramic Cultural
Park. The dinner I served expanded my understanding
of pottery and it's intimate relationship with food in a
way I did not expect, and I picked up invaluable new
cooking skills along the way. Beyond that, my research
experience allowed me to learn about something I'm
passionate about in a completely different cultural context,
enriching my skills as a potter as well as expanding my
understanding of Japan and Japanese art, food, and
customs. As a result, my respect and appreciation of
ancient potters, pottery, and Japanese art has bloomed
over the course of my experience.

I would highly recommend everyone at JCMU to
either pursue an internship during your stay or to go out
and search for something you're passionate about and
study it during your time in Japan. It's an incredible
thing to do.
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For my ICRP internship, I got the privilege to work
with two very talented English teachers at both
Jyohoku Elementary School and Kawase Middle/High
School. Both Yamamoto sensei and Joshua sensei were
incredibly welcoming toward me and have done everything in
their power to make this a great experience for me .

The ideology behind my project was to examine the
differences between learning a language in America
and learning a language in Japan. Thus, I observed
Japanese students at all levels and got to see a clear
difference in their ability as well as various commonalities
among all of them.

I got to go to the Elementary School three times, and,
I found it interesting how, even in just three sessions. I
could see a clear difference in their abilities between
the first time and the last time. In such a short time,
they began to understand the material at a much faster
pace than I have seen in America in most circumstances.

One particularly interesting experience that I had at
the Elementary School was on the first day. Coming
from America, I had never seen anything like this; some
epic movie music started playing over the intercoms and
I was informed that “cleaning time” had begun. I asked
what that meant and to my astonishment they led me
out into the hallways where every student was diligently
working to clean some part of the school, whether it
was scrubbing the sinks or the floor, there was a kid
doing it. I was absolutely blown away.

I was really glad that I got to go to Kawase and teach
with another American like myself, it allowed me to
really understand how I would be able to approach
teaching in the future. I also got much time to talk with
Joshua sensei about what worked for him, what didn't,
and what he thought was the most difficult parts of
beginning teaching English in Japan. My duties at
Kawase included anything from grading essays and
homework to conducting listening tests. I got to meet
many good people and gain a better understanding of
how I want to advance in my future objectives. I loved
the ability to meet so many students as well, while
there I was even asked to do an interview for the
Broadcast Club which was quite fun.

Overall, T thought it was an amazing experience. I am
truly indebted to Yamamoto sensei and Joshua sensei
for taking me under their wing for the four weeks that
I conducted my ICRP; I wish them and their students
the absolute best in all future endeavors, and I am
really looking forward to returning to Japan to begin
my career as an English teacher.
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