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Hikone has had record snowfall
this winter. While our situation |
was not as dire as other parts of

Japan, there was quite a bit of
snow on the ground to greet this
semester’ s students. It snowed
quite a bit after the semester
started, too. Of course in this part
of Japan it is generally a bit too
warm for snow to last any length
of time, so the last few days have
been warm enough to melt away
most of the snow that still

remained on the ground.
Although it is too soon . . . it feels
a little like spring. O

O

Personnel changes in our JCMU office are almost an
annual event, especially at this time of year, but this
year we all regret the fact that a staff member will
leave us shortly. She has been instrumental in the
successes of the English program over the six years
that she has been here and a pleasure to work with.
While Boyce will miss her most, we will all miss her,
and we all wish her the best in her life after JCMU. O

0

2006 is an Olympic year and Japanese TV has already
turned its attention to the Japanese Olympic athletes
and is speculating on their fortunes in Turino, Italy.
The Salt Lake City Olympics were four years ago
already! The Nagano Olympics were eight years ago!
I remember that the local press in Salt Lake came to
ask me about the pronunciation of Nagano. They were
criticizing each other for saying “ Ne-GAA-no” or
“ NA-ge-no.” | told them that in four years the
Japanese press would have no compunction about
saying “ soruto-reiku-shitii.” My Japanese students
worked in the last two Olympics, but | doubt that any
of my students are working in Turino unless they are
making espresso at Starbucks. [

O

In October we made a trip to East Lansing. MSU hosted
a JCMU reception and students from 10 years ago
came! One Saturday from the vantage point of the
Presidential Box, we watched the Spartans get creamed
by Northwestern. We also took the opportunity to
make a few visits to campuses in the consortium. |
hope that kind of contact with home campuses in
Michigan can be a regular occurrence.
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“Culture is an Iceberg”

4 - Can you think of any other e
way to describe “culture?” )
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