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The Japan Center for Michigan Universities

Director’s Report

Benjamin McCracken,JD
Resident Director of the Japan Center for Michigan Universities

Happy New Year! JCMU welcomed 21 new
students to Hikone on January 5th. The new
students are excited to get started on their
studies at JCMU and are learning a lot from the
students continuing from last semester.

They are also eagerly awaiting the arrival of
the students participating in the Spring Kokun-
airyugaku Program, which will start in Febru-
ary.

The Spring Kokunairyugaku Program has
really come to define spring at JCMU. Every February and
March students from around Japan come to JCMU to experi-
ence life with students from the United States and other
countries.

The students live together with students studying at uni-
versities in the United States and learn cultural differences
and language firsthand. There are not many places in the
Japan where students can interact to this level. JCMU is
happy to provide this opportunity for both the Japanese and
American students.

One other thing that defines the Spring Semester at JCMU
is the annual visit by JCMU Director Kate Simon. Kate will
be visiting JCMU in March to participate in meetings with
students, faculty, staff, and Shiga Prefecture. These meeting
are an important way to keep up the great relationship
between Michigan and Shiga.

A new year also brings with it some changes, JCMU is in
the middle of doing some renovations. The second floor
TV Room is being converted into a study space where stu-
dents can study twenty-four hours a day. JCMU students
prefer to study in the dorm lobby together, but winter cold
and summer heat sometimes chase students to their rooms.
In order to provide a better study environment the new
study room includes an air-conditioned and heater. Hope-
fully this will not only improve the student experience at
JCMU, but also help their grades as well.

Looking beyond the current semester JCMU is excited to
offer very unique and interesting May programs that once
again include the “Cross Roads of Japan” course taught by
Dr. Tyler Atkins. Dr. Atkin’ s course focuses specifically on
the importance of Shiga in Japanese history. Students par-
ticipating in the course last year enjoyed it so much they
requested that it be extended from a two-week course to a
three-week course. This is Dr. Atkin’ s third time teaching
at JCMU and we are certainly happy to welcome him back.

With so many good things on the horizon I already feel
like 2016 is going to be a great year. I hope everyone can
come and take part in the many different things we have
going on at JCMU.
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